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HCSD celebrates Black History with 
tributes to the past and present

During the month of February, the Hinds County School District chose to celebrate Black History 
with projects centered around writing prompts that addressed historical and current outstanding 
individuals who have impacted our society on behalf of race equality. Students also created arts 
posters and messages to recognize these individuals. “Itʼs our way of shining a light on those who 
made us who we are and paying homage to both the widely known and smaller-profi le giants of 
Black History,” said Dr. John Neal, Associate Superintendent of Community Relations, HCSD.

KOBE 

BRYANT, 

professional 

NBA player 

and 18 time 

All Star 

with 5 NBA 

Champion-

ships (LA 

Lakers). 

He was a 

youth leader 

and activist 

for youth 

develop-

ment.

JACKIE 
ROBINSON,

fi rst African 
American to 

play in the 
Major League 

Baseball. He was 
a prolifi c athlete 

that lettered 
in football, 

basketball, track, 
and baseball at 

UCLA; served as 
a Lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army; 
and his number 
(42) is the only 

number to be 
retired across all 
of Major League 

Baseball.

FULTON 
CARSON, Acting 

Chief of Staff 
of the Coastal 

and Hydraulics 
Laboratory/ 

Engineer Research 
and Development 
Center Waterways 

Experiment Station; 
parent; motivational 
speaker; community 

leader; mentor; 
and a parent-

student activist for 
education.

DR. DELESICIA MARTIN, 
Superintendent of the HCSD 
and fi rst Black female 
Superintendent in the HCSD.  
She has transformed the Hinds 
County School District into a 
successful school district with 
the help of students, parents, 
staff, and community. She is 
successful in getting a $100,000 
grant that resulted in placing 
a School Resource Offi cer in 
all schools; instrumental in 
implementing the Project Lead The Way (PLTW) program for 
kids in grades 2nd – 12th; and instrumental in passing a 59.9 
million dollar bond issue for additional buildings on school 
campuses across the district.

MARTIN 
LUTHER 

KING, JR.,  
minister and 
Civil Rights 
activist. He 

received a Nobel 
Peace Prize 

for combating 
racial inequality 

through 
nonviolence. 

He is the only 
non-president to 
have a national 

holiday in his 
name. There are 

approximately 
900 streets 

named after King 
in the US.

DOROTHY 
HICKS, former 

HCSD Board 
President, 
District 5; 

community 
leader; student 

and parent 
activist; activist 

for diversity, 
equality, and 

inclusion; and 
a champion for 

adopting sound, 
ethical, and 

legal governance 
and fi nancial 
management 

policies for the 
district.

SHEENA 
ALLEN, 

CFO, founder 
of CapWay 
and Sheena 
Allen Apps; 

national 
speaker; 

activist for 
fi nancial 
literacy; 

HCSD 
graduate; teen 

activist; and 
community 

leader.

MAYA ANGELOU, poet and Civil Rights 
activist. She spoke six different languages 
and was only the second poet in history to 
recite work at a Presidential Inauguration.

CARTER G. WOODSON, “Father 
of Black History”. He was the second 
African American to earn a doctorate 
from Harvard; and he was one of the 
fi rst scholars to study the history of the 
African diaspora, including African-
American history.

VENUS WILLIAMS, professional tennis 
player. She is the former World No. 1 
singles and doubles player; 7 Grand Slam 
singles titles; 16 Grand Slam doubles 
titles; and 4 Olympic gold medals.


